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I have asked many times for a volunteer who might take responsibility for promoting the work 
undertaken by Ipswich Arts Association. In fact, I have even given some strong hints to 
particular individuals through this newspaper’s “Letters” page. But to no avail. So, here I am 
once again asking for someone to step forward and help us. It is a volunteer post, but so 
necessary as arts activities promoted by organisations such as IAA become an important part 
of the lives of local people. And these activities do. The uptake of attendance at the series of 
Ipswich Town Lectures and Concerts has gradually been recovering post-pandemic, and the 
January lecture was well attended. 

The next Ipswich Arts event is on Thursday 8 February at 1pm at Museum Street Methodist 
Church, Ipswich when students from Ipswich School provide the 50-minute musical 
programme. Admission is free, but there is a retiring collection that goes towards the cost of 
organising the concerts and lectures which take place each month. Details - IAA website

On the subject of personnel shortages, I suddenly realised last week when watching the 
credits for a film that what I personally need is an “intimacy consultant”. The film in question 
included scenes of an intimate nature, and I understand that many actors ‘contracts now 
include clauses that require the appointment of such a person. As far as I am concerned, I do 
not intend to engage in scenes of an adult nature, rather I was provided with such a great 
“welcome back” by my Suffolk and Essex musicians, that it had effects on my heart which 
landed me having to go back to the cardiac unit. Now that should not happen because music is 
good for you, or should be. It is the musicians who cause the problems!

Students from Ipswich School, appearing at IAA Town Concert on February 8th.  
Credit: Ipswich School.

https://www.ipswich-arts.org.uk/town-lectures-concerts/


There are many youngsters locally benefitting from individual music tuition, and sincerely hope 
that the financial constraints being experienced by our local authorities do not mean that 
certain activities will have to be cut? The Royal Hospital School has a full spring programme of 
music; for example, this coming Saturday 27 January there is a Royal College of Organists 
Study Day and Recital at the School.  Led by Edmund Aldhouse, currently Directo of Music at 
Ely Cathedral where, coincidentally the Dean is a former Ipswich student and player with 
Trianon). Edmund Aldhouse will lead two afternoon workshops followed by a recital at 4.30pm. 
Details of the event and those that follow in February are available on the School Music 
Department’s website at www.royalhospitalschool.org/news-and-events/box-office-and-events.

“Why do we always seem to focus on composers’ anniversaries?”, I was asked the other day. I 
guess the answer is that the activity does serve to remind us of their contribution to the history of 
music, even if that has been dominated by a Western bias for centuries. Edmund Aldhouse, I see 
has a special interest in French organ music, and I well remember the privilege of conducting 
concerts in two French churches that have a special place in the world of music. One was 
Chartres Cathedral, and the other, Le Trinite in Paris where the organist was Olivier Messiaen.

Well, French music is occupying my attention as my University choir 
rehearse two wonderful works by Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924). He shares 
the same centenary of his death with that of Puccini. It so happens that 
a recent release from Chandos Records has given me great pleasure 
with Faure’s Requiem and Cantique de Jean Racine both performed by 
the City of Birmingham Chorus and the BBC Philharmonic conducted 
by Yan Pascal Tortelier, with the same composer’s Pavane and La 
Naissance de Venus included (Chandos CHAN 10113).

If you have a story to share with other organisations, please email IAA chairperson,  
Professor Chris Green at:  cjc.green@talktalk.net
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Gabriel Faure. 
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