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And so they came, entering the stadium in their hundreds- volunteers representing the 18,000
who had been identified to assist with the Commonwealth Games 2022. On a Thursday
evening, it was heart-warming to see such a body of people, especially since last week I had
sat through two meetings of different organisations where one of the recurring themes was
“volunteers”, or rather the lack of them. The situation for many charities was always a
challenge before the pandemic, but it has become more so since activities started again, and
one of the organisations that would value a few hours of time from individuals is Ipswich Arts
Association. For example, stewards are needed to welcome visitors to see the Ipswich Charter
Hangings at St Peter’s-by-the-Waterfront, Ipswich; stewards also needed to welcome those
attending the Ipswich Town Concerts and Lectures each month. If you think you could give us
a little of your time, then please visit the website for details of whom to contact.
The next Ipswich Town Concert is imminent: the Ipswich Hospital Band will be providing the
music on Thursday 11 August at 1.00pm at Museum Streat Methodist Church, Ipswich.
Conducted by James Symington (and I do hope you recognise this young man from last
week’s column), the band normally rehearses and often gives concerts at St Peter’s alongside
the Charter Hanging’s. It was to create a rehearsal space that the band was awarded a major
lottery grant and has, since its formation in 1976, brought banding to many parts of the region.
Admission to the session is entirely free, but there is a retiring collection to defray costs. I
believe refreshments will be available from 12.30pm – again served by volunteers.
During the past three weeks I have been enjoying the company of so many friends as
rehearsals started for Trianon Music Group’s concert at Snape Maltings on Saturday 17
September. Each rehearsal has been supported by a number of key volunteers to prepare and
restore the rehearsal venue to its usual state. One of the volunteers thanked me for mentioning
the tea-makers in last week’s column. Well, they are important especially when many of the
musicians have travelled a long distance to attend the rehearsal and also have possibly come
straight from work.
Amongst those volunteers is long-time member of Trianon, John Barratt. John has played cello
in the orchestra, and sung in the choir whilst, at the same time, “graduating” to become Choir
Secretary of long-standing, as well as supervising the sale of tickets for major concerts. All of

this is done with a smile and unflappability. However, like many of us, John has many other
lives including owning a much-valued shop in Felixstowe. At a time when many independent
retail outlets have been struggling, John’s Card Centre is a magnet for those who are seeking
that special card. Now I want to broadcast my congratulations to John who has won a major
award. Do not take my words for it, but last month he was recognised with the Award as best
independent greeting card retailer in East Anglia. No wonder he can do so many things
simultaneously!
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The one thing that annoyed me in the build up to last week’s Opening Ceremony for the
Commonwealth Games was the frequent reference by commentators on Birmingham as the
home of different types of music- for example, heavy metal. Not one mentioned the rich
heritage of the city for classical music and host to some of the most celebrated works of that

son of the Midlands- Edward Elgar. He would have loved to have watched the opening
ceremony propped against his Sunbeam bike. Elgar’s music, once considered to be more
properly the music of the Edwardian age is now rightly recognised as the product of one of this
nation’s greatest composer’s and an internationalist. So, for this week’s choice of music I have
selected a viola arrangement of Elgar’s Cello Concerto. David Aaron Carpenter is the eloquent
soloist with the Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Christoph Eschenbach (Ondine ODE
1153-2). There is an intimacy about the viola version that matches the music. The release is
coupled with a surprising choice, Alfred Schnittke’s Viola Concerto composed in 1965. Two
very different worlds but both providing a platform for this most eloquent of instruments.
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If you have a story to share with other organisations, please email IAA chairperson,
Professor Chris Green at: cjc.green@talktalk.net
----------------

