
  
  
 
  
 
  
 
NEWS FOR IPSWICH ARTS ASSOCIATION MEMBER GROUPS AND 
ASSOCIATES June 2020 
 
 
Dear Colleagues 
So much has happened since the beginning of “lock down” that it is difficult to 
remember what happened and when! However, this is an attempt to summarise 
the activities of IAA since March and to bring to your attention the most recent 
developments. 
 
1. Ipswich Town Lectures and Concerts 
These have been suspended since April and we are currently reviewing the 
position of Augustʼs concert and beyond. Meanwhile, the subgroup responsible 
is planning for the series in 2021. So it is a case of watch this space for when 
the 2020 series can resume. Meanwhile, the Association is, of course, losing 
vital income from the donations we would have received from the audience for 
these events. 
 
2. Ipswich Music Day 
The event organised by Ipswich Borough Council was originally scheduled for 
July and then postponed to 27 September. Like all other outdoor events based 
on land managed by IBC, this event has now been cancelled. However IAA is 
planning for something really exciting to replace our contribution of four 
Classical Stages (see below). 
 
3. IAA General Meetings 
The formal May General Meeting was cancelled. Instead, many – if not most – 
of the IAA member societies and many other colleagues have participated in a 
series of 40 minute Zoom meetings. These have continued throughout May on a 
weekly basis and now through June. We intend to bring them to a halt on 25 
June when we have Mark Whiting of IBC coming into the meeting to bring us up 
to date about public buildings. 
Throughout these meetings many really great ideas have been put forward and 
we are trying to act on as many as are permissible and practical. 
 
 



4. East Anglian Daily Times 
I fought hard to retain some presence in the EADT following the decision by 
Archant to cut Art News which appeared each week. Ironically, the pandemic 
has meant that little community news has been forthcoming and so the 
contribution made by IAA has – for the present at least- occupied a prominent 
space. Each week news of different organisations has been appearing with 
some great photos. Keep the news coming into me. 
 
5. IAA website 
We are maximising the use of the IAA website. The work of Paul Smith, who has 
managed the site for many years, has increased considerably over the past 
weeks with the introduction of a Picture Gallery with the work of a local artists 
featured each fortnight, and contributions from the Suffolk Poetry Society, with 
different poems. The website offers a lively source to counterbalance the diary 
which shows “Cancelled” against all events. 
 
Now for the news: 
 
6. Zoom meeting Tuesday 23 June 2020, 7pm 
As a result of discussion in the General Meetings we are going to organise a 
one-off meeting to consider the implications for charities of holding Annual 
General Meetings at a social distance! Some societies have already done this 
and we are drawing on their experience plus advice and guidance issued by the 
Charities Commission and Making Music. If you would like to join in that meeting 
we need to know as quickly as possible. Please contact Mary Odam, our 
Trustee and Secretary – secretary@ipswich-arts.org.uk 01473 614456. 
Obviously, how each charity goes about its business is a matter of that 
organisation, but one thing this pandemic has shown is that we can learn so 
much from each other, so do join in. 
 
7. Shine! – Celebrating our talent  - A Virtual Performance Arts Event 
(working title) 
On Sunday 27 September (the day originally scheduled for Ipswich Music Day), 
Ipswich Arts Association plans to launch a Virtual Performance Arts event with a 
series of videos featuring local bands, choirs, ensembles, soloists, artists and 
hopefully dancers, poets and writers. It will showcase the talent we have here on 
our doorstep and provide the chance for a wide public to enjoy themselves at 
our expense as well as reminding them that societies and individual artists are 
out there waiting to get back to performance. 
If you have a video you could offer us via YouTube links, then we want to know. 
In the first instance contact Mary Odam again – secretary@ipswich-arts.org.uk      
Tel:  01473 614456. 
 



Finally 
For the few groups that have not yet paid the annual subscription for 2019-20, 
the rates are £25 for societies with fewer than 80 members and £50 for societies 
with 80 members or more.  Please: we need that money to maintain our work. 
Any other group that is not a member of IAA, we would like to offer you 
Associate Membership for free until the end of October when IAA has its 
Annual General Meeting. So why not come and join us? 
To our IAA representatives, thank you for your help, but can you go one step 
further and make sure this Newsletter gets forwarded to all your committee and 
members please. 
 
Thank you and keep safe. 
 
Chris Green, on behalf of IAA Trustees 
Chair, IAA 
 
 
 
 


